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Hansard. January y>thy 1929
MR. i HURTLE asked the Secretary of State for Air whether
it was known at the time Aircraftsman Shaw, whose real
name is Colonel Lawrence, enlisted in the Royal Air Force
that he was enlisting in a false name; and if so, wrhy this
was permitted?
SIR SAMUEL HOARE. Colonel Lawrence's identity was
known when he transferred from the Army to the Air
Force under the name of Shaw; he preferred to be known
by that name, and no objection was seen to his being
accepted for service under it.
Hansard.  February 6th> 1929
MR. THURTLE asked the Secretary of State for Air if it is
customary for the Air Force to accept recruits for service
under assumed names when it is known that such names
are assumed?
SIR SAMUEL HOARE. There can hardly be said to be any-
thing 'customary* in a matter of this kind, but it is well
recognised that men do enlist under assumed names, for a
variety of reasons, and definite provision is made in the
regulations that a man who has done so may subsequently
have his true name recorded by making a statutory declara-
tion in the prescribed form.
MR. THURTLE. Will the right hon. Gentleman answer my
question as to whether the Air Force accept a recruit when
they know that he is using an assumed name?
SIR SAMUEL HOARE.  The answer is, *Yes, they do',
Mr. Thurtle had given notice that he was going to ask further
questions, and Lawrence felt sure that he would once again be
turned out of the Air Force unless Parliament could be muzzled.
He therefore decided to beard his persecutors, and one afternoon
walked into the House of Commons and asked to see Mr. Thurtle
and Mr. Maxton.
This visit, which led to a close friendship with Mr. Thurtle,
entirely put a stop to the mistaken persecution, but it called forth
a reprimand from the Air Ministry, and Lawrence was made to